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SUBJECT: CUNHAL INTERVIEW BY ITALIAN CORRESPONDENTS IN LISBON 

1. PRESS THIS MORNING REPORTS INTERVIEW IN AFTERNOON OF 
MARCH 25 WITH CUNHAL BY ITALIAN CORRESPONDENT IN LISBON. 
EXCERPTS FROM CUNHAL'S REMARKS ARE GENERALLY REPORTED AS 
DIRECT QUOTATIONS BUT WITH MANY VARIATIONS IN WORDING AND 
CONTEXT OBVIOUS IN SEVERAL VERSIONS. MORE SALIENT POINTS ARE 
SUMMARIZED OR INFORMALLY TRANSLATED IN FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS. 
WITH ITALIAN NEWSPAPER SOURCES NAMED. 
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2. MOST PAPERS REPORT THAT CUNHAL EXPRESSED REGRET THAT THE 
ACTIONS OF THE PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY ARE CREATING DIF- 
FICULTIES FOR CUNHAL'S EUROPEAN COMRADES BUT IN MOST ACCOUNTS 
HE INDICATED HIS BELIEF THAT THE "PROGRESS" ACHIEVED BY THE 
"REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS'" IN PORTUGAL WOULD FIND A RESPONSIVE 
AND SATISFYING CHORD IN THE HEARTS OF THE EUROPEAN COMRADES. 

IL TEMPO WENT FURTHER, ATTRIBUTING TO CUNHAL THE ADDITIONAL 
COMMENT, "BUT IN THE END OUR GAINS CAN ONLY HELP THE OTHER 
COMMUNIST PARTIES. IN FACT, WE ARE HELPING THE OTHER EURO- 
PEAN COMMUNIST PARTIES TO ACHIEVE AND PUT INTO PRACTICE THEIR 
OWN ASPIRATIONS." 

3. OF INTEREST TO ALL PAPERS IN ROME WERE CUNHAL'S REMARKS 
REGARDING THE POSITION TAKEN BY BERLINGUER AT THE RECENTLY 
CONCLUDED PCI CONGRESS. GENERAL CONSENSUS (EXCEPT FOR UNITA) 
WAS THAT CUNHAL IDENTIFIED BERLINGUER BY NAME. CUNHAL SAID 
THAT, "CERTAIN CRITICISMS ARE NOT HELPFUL.. .WE UNDERSTAND THE 
ANXIETY OF OUR COMRADES ABROAD. ANXIETY IS JUSTIFIED, BE- 
CAUSE THE FUTURE OF OUR PEOPLE IS AT STAKE. WE DO NOT UNDER- 
STAND THE PERPLEXITY.. .THE PERPLEXITY EXPRESSED BY ENRICO 
BERLINGUER CONCERNING THE COMPORTMENT OF OUR PARTY STEMS FROM 
(HIS) LESS THAN COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF THE SPECIFIC PORTU- 
GUESE SITUATION." 

4. CUNHAL SAID THE DIFFERNCE BETWEEN THE PORTUGUESE SOCIAL- 
ISTS AND COMMUNISTS ARE THE KEY TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
CURRENT SITUATION IN PORTUGAL. CUNHAL SAID, "A DEMOCRATIC 
REGIME CANNOT BE REALIZED IN PORTUGAL IN THE PRESENCE OF THE 
POWER OF THE MONOPOLIES. TO GUARANTEE THE DEMOCRATIC REGIME 
OF OUR COUNTRY, WE ARE FORCED TO DEMOLISH THE MONOPOLIES. 
(HOWEVER) THE SOCIALISTS HOLD THAT A DEMOCRATIC REGIME CAN 
EXIST IN THE PRESENCE OF MONOPOLISTIC POWER (UNITA)." CUN- 
HAL CONCLUDED, HOWEVER (IL TEMPO), THAT THE FIRST STEPS HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN IN AN EFFORT TO RENEW THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE 
TWO PARTIES. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE SUSPENSION OF THE PORTUGUESE CHRIST- 
IAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY, CUNHAL SAID THAT ONE SHOULD NOT EXAG- 
GERATE: "THESE WERE MINOR MEASURES (IL TEMPO). THE ITALIAN 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE PERSONALLY ENDURED FASCISM WILL CERTAINLY 
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BE HAPPIER TO BE ABLE TO CRITICIZE THE MEASURES TAKEN BY PORTU- 
GAL AGAINST THIS (CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC) PARTY, INSTEAD OF 
HAVING TO CRITICIZE THE BLOODY CONSEQUENCES WHICH THE (MARCH 
11) PLOT WOULD HAVE HAD, AND IN WHICH THE DC WAS IMPLICATED. 

THERE WOULD HAVE CERTAINLY BEEN THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF 
DEAD AND GRIEVING (UNITA)...PORTUGUESE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY 
SHOULD NOT BE COMPARED TO THE ITALIAN DC OR THE CHRISTIAN DEMO- 
CRATS OF OTHER COUNTIRES (LA NAZIONE)...WE ARE DETERMINED TO 
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PREVENT THE REPETITION HERE OF THE TRAGEDY OF CHILE (IL GIOR- 
NALE)." 

6. COMMUNIST UNITA REPORTED THE CUNHAL INTERVIEW FAIRLY 
STRAIGHT AND FAIRLY COMPLETELY, WITH ONLY THE EXPECTED TEMP- 
ERING OF A PHRASE HERE AND THERE, AND THE FAILURE TO RELATE 
CUNHAL'S CRITICISM TO BERLINGUER BY NAME. AT THE END OF THE 
UNITA PIECE, HOWEVER, UNITA FELT CONTRAINED TO ADD A DEFEN- 
SIVE COMMENT AS FOLLOWS: "ALL OF OUR EVALUATIONS AND POSI- 
TIONS HAVE BEEN AND ARE INSPIRED ABOVE ALL BY OUR DEEP SYM- 
PATHY AND AFFECTION FOR OUR COMRADES OF THE PORTUGUESE COM- 
MUNIST PARTY, WHO WITH THEIR TENACIOUS AND HEROIC STRUGGLE 
HAVE MADE SUCH A GREAT CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEFEAT OF THE SAL- 
AZAR TYRANNY; AND THEY ARE INSPIRED AT THE SAME TIME BY A 
CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRIT, IN THAT WE FIRMLY DESIRE THAT THE NEW 
PORTUGUESE DEMOCRACY BE ASSURED THE MOST SOLID BASIS, THROUGH 
THE BROADEST CONSENSUS OF THE DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL FORCES AND 
THE PEOPLE." BEAUDRY 
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